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on the factors specified in paragraph
(b)(2) of this section, then the measures
will be issued as a final rule in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER.

(ii) If NMFS concurs with the Coun-
cils’ recommendation and determines
that the recommended management
measures should be published first as a
proposed rule, then the measures will
be published as a proposed rule in the
FEDERAL REGISTER. After additional
public comment, if NMFS concurs with
the Councils’ recommendation, then
the measures will be issued as a final
rule in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(iii) If NMFS does not concur, the
Councils will be notified in writing of
the reasons for the non-concurrence.

(iv) Framework actions can be taken
only in the case where both Councils
approve the proposed measure.

(b) Emergency action. Nothing in this
section is meant to derogate from the
authority of the Secretary to take
emergency action under section 305(e)
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.
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Subpart A—General Measures
§ 654.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) The purpose of this part is to im-
plement the Fishery Management Plan
for the Stone Crab Fishery of the Gulf
of Mexico, prepared by the Gulf of Mex-
ico Fishery Management Council under
the Magnuson Act.

(b) This part governs conservation
and management of stone crab and re-
stricts the trawl fishery in the manage-
ment area.

(c) ‘‘EEZ’’ refers to the EEZ in the
management area, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise.

§ 654.2 Definitions.
In addition to the definitions in the

Magnuson Act and in § 620.2 of this
chapter, the terms used in this part
have the following meanings:

Management area means the EEZ off
the coast of Florida from a line extend-
ing directly south from the Alabama/
Florida boundary (87°31′06″ W. long.) to
a line extending directly east from the
Dade/Monroe County, FL boundary
(25°20.4′ N. lat.).

Regional Director means the Director,
Southeast Region, NMFS, 9721 Execu-
tive Center Drive N., St. Petersburg,
FL 33702, telephone: 813–570–5301; or a
designee.

Stone crab means Menippe mercenaria,
M. adina or the hybrid, M. adina X M.
mercenaria, or a part thereof.

§ 654.3 Relation to other laws.
(a) The relation of this part to other

laws is set forth in § 620.3 of this chap-
ter and paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) of
this section.

(b) The regulations in this part are
intended to be compatible with, and do
not supersede, similar regulations in
effect for the Everglades National Park
(36 CFR 7.45).

(c) The regulations in this part are
intended to be compatible with similar
regulations and statutes in effect in
Florida’s waters.

(d) Under Amendment 6 to the Fish-
ery Management Plan for the Stone
Crab Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico,
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there is a temporary moratorium on
the issuance by the Regional Director
of Federal identification numbers and
color codes for vessels and gear in the
stone crab fishery in the management
area. The moratorium will end not
later than June 30, 2002. During the
moratorium, fishermen must obtain
identification numbers and color codes
for these vessels and gear from the
State of Florida. (See § 654.6(a).)

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 63
FR 44595, Aug. 20, 1998]

§ 654.4 Permits and fees. [Reserved]

§ 654.5 Recordkeeping and reporting.
[Reserved]

§ 654.6 Vessel and gear identification.

(a) An owner or operator of a vessel
that is used to harvest stone crabs by
traps in the management area must
comply with the vessel and gear identi-
fication requirements applicable to the
harvesting of stone crabs by traps in
Florida’s waters in effect as of April 14,
1995, in Rule 62N–8.001 and Rule 46–

13.002(2) (e) and (f), Florida Administra-
tive Code. This incorporation by ref-
erence was approved by the Director of
the Office of the Federal Register in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1
CFR part 51. Copies may be obtained
from the Florida Marine Fisheries
Commission, 2540 Executive Center Cir-
cle West, Suite 106, Tallahassee, FL
32301; telephone: 904–487–0554. Copies
may be inspected at the office of the
Regional Director; the Office of Fish-
eries Conservation and Management,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver
Spring, MD 20910; or the Office of the
Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street, NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC.

(b) A stone crab trap or buoy in the
EEZ that is not in compliance with the
gear identification requirements speci-
fied in paragraph (a) of this section is
illegal. Such trap or buoy, and any con-
necting lines, will be considered un-
claimed or abandoned property and
may be disposed of in any manner con-
sidered appropriate by the Assistant
Administrator or an authorized officer.
An owner of such trap or buoy remains
subject to appropriate civil penalties.
A stone crab trap will be presumed to

be the property of the most recently
documented owner.

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995; 60 FR 20196, Apr.
28, 1995]

§ 654.7 Prohibitions.
In addition to the general prohibi-

tions specified in § 620.7 of this chapter,
it is unlawful for any person to do any
of the following:

(a) Falsify or fail to display and
maintain vessel and gear identifica-
tion, as required by § 654.6(a).

(b) Possess a stone crab in the man-
agement area during the period speci-
fied in § 654.20(a).

(c) Possess a stone crab trap in the
management area during the period
specified in § 654.20(c).

(d) Remove from a stone crab in or
from the management area, or possess
in the management area, a claw that is
less than the minimum size limit speci-
fied in § 654.21(a).

(e) Fail to return immediately to the
water unharmed an egg-bearing stone
crab, or strip eggs from or otherwise
molest an egg-bearing stone crab; as
specified in § 654.21(b).

(f) Hold a stone crab in or from the
management area aboard a vessel other
than as specified in § 654.21(c).

(g) Use or possess in the management
area a stone crab trap that does not
have a biodegradable panel, as specified
in § 654.22(a).

(h) Pull or tend a stone crab trap in
the management area other than dur-
ing daylight hours, as specified in
§ 654.22(b).

(i) Willfully tend, open, pull, or oth-
erwise molest another fisherman’s
trap, buoy, or line in the management
area, as specified in § 654.22(c).

(j) Trawl in a closed area or during a
closed season, as specified in §§ 654.23 or
654.24, or as may be implemented under
§ 654.25(b).

(k) Place a stone crab trap in a closed
area or during a closed season, as speci-
fied in § 654.24, or as may be imple-
mented under § 654.25(b).

(l) Interfere with fishing or obstruct
or damage fishing gear or the fishing
vessel of another, as specified in
§ 654.25(a).

(m) Make any false statement, oral
or written, to an authorized officer
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concerning the taking, catching, har-
vesting, landing, purchase, sale, posses-
sion, or transfer of stone crab.

(n) Interfere with, obstruct, delay, or
prevent by any means an investigation,
search, seizure, or disposition of seized
property in connection with enforce-
ment of the Magnuson Act.

§ 654.8 Facilitation of enforcement.
See § 620.8 of this chapter.

§ 654.9 Penalties.
See § 620.9 of this chapter.

Subpart B—Management
Measures

§ 654.20 Seasons.
(a) Closed season. No person may pos-

sess a stone crab in the management
area from 12:01 a.m., local time, May
16, through 12 p.m. midnight, local
time, October 14, each year. Holding a
stone crab in a trap in the water during
a soak period or during a removal pe-
riod (see paragraph (b) of this section),
or during any extension thereto, is not
deemed possession, provided that, if
the trap is removed from the water
during such period, such crab is re-
turned immediately to the water with
its claws unharvested.

(b) Placement of traps. (1) Prior to the
fishing season. The period of October 5
through October 14 is established as a
trap soak period. A stone crab trap
may be placed in the management area
not earlier than 1 hour before sunrise
on October 5.

(2) After the fishing season. The period
of May 16 through May 20 is established
as a trap removal period. A stone crab
trap must be removed from the man-
agement area not later than 1 hour
after sunset on May 20, unless an ex-
tension to the removal period is grant-
ed under paragraph (b)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion and the extension authorization is
carried aboard the fishing vessel as
specified in paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of this
section.

(i) An extension of the removal pe-
riod may be granted by Florida in ac-
cordance with Rule 46–13.002(2)(b), Flor-
ida Administrative Code, in effect as of
April 14, 1995. This incorporation by
reference was approved by the Director
of the Office of the Federal Register in

accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1
CFR part 51. Copies may be obtained
from the Florida Marine Fisheries
Commission, 2540 Executive Center Cir-
cle West, Suite 106, Tallahassee, FL
32301; telephone: 904–487–0554. Copies
may be inspected at the office of the
Regional Director, or the Office of the
Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street, N.W., Suite 700, Washington,
DC.

(ii) The extension authorization must
be carried aboard the fishing vessel.
The operator of a fishing vessel must
present the authorization for inspec-
tion upon request of an authorized offi-
cer.

(c) Possession of stone crab traps. A
stone crab trap may not be possessed in
the management area from the end of
the trap removal period, or an exten-
sion thereto, to the beginning of the
trap soak period, as specified in para-
graph (b) of this section. A stone crab
trap, float, or rope in the management
area during this period will be consid-
ered unclaimed or abandoned property
and may be disposed of in any manner
considered appropriate by the Assist-
ant Administrator or an authorized of-
ficer. An owner of such trap, float, or
rope remains subject to appropriate
civil penalties.

§ 654.21 Harvest limitations.
(a) Claw size. No person may remove

from a stone crab in or from the man-
agement area, or possess in the man-
agement area, a claw with a propodus
measuring less than 2.75 inches (7.0
cm), measured in a straight line from
the elbow to the tip of the lower im-
movable finger. The propodus is the
largest section of the claw assembly
that has both a movable and immov-
able finger and is located farthest from
the body when the entire appendage is
extended. (See Appendix A, Figure 1, of
this part.)

(b) Egg-bearing stone crabs. An egg-
bearing stone crab in or from the man-
agement area must be returned imme-
diately to the water unharmed—with-
out removal of a claw. An egg-bearing
stone crab may not be stripped of its
eggs or otherwise molested.

(c) Holding stone crabs. A live stone
crab in or from the management area
may be held aboard a vessel until such
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time as a legal-sized claw is removed,
provided it is held in a container that
is shaded from direct sunlight and it is
wet with sea water as necessary to
keep it in a damp condition. Containers
holding stone crabs must be stacked in
a manner that does not compress the
crabs. A stone crab body from which a
legal-sized claw has been removed must
be returned to the sea before the vessel
reaches shore or a port or dock.

§ 654.22 Gear restrictions.

(a) Trap construction requirements. No
person fishing for stone crab may
transport on the water or fish with any
trap which does not meet the following
requirements:

(1) Each trap must be constructed of
wood, plastic, or wire.

(2) A trap may be no larger in dimen-
sion than 24 by 24 by 24 inches (61 by 61
by 61 cm) or 8.0 ft3 (0.23 m3).

(3) The throats (entrances) to all
wood and plastic traps must be located
on the top horizontal section of the
trap. If the throat is longer in one di-
mension, the throat size in the longer
dimension must not exceed 51⁄2 inches
(14.0 cm) and in the shorter dimension
must not exceed 31⁄2 inches (9.0 cm). If
the throat is round, the throat size
must not exceed 5 inches (12.7 cm) in
diameter.

(4) In any wire trap used to harvest
stone crabs, each throat must be hori-
zontally oriented. The width of the
opening where the throat meets the
vertical wall of the trap and the open-
ing of the throat at its farthest point
from the vertical wall, inside the trap,
must be greater than the height of any
such opening. No such throat may ex-
tend farther than 6 inches (15.2 cm)
into the inside of any trap, measured
from where the throat opening meets
the vertical wall of the trap to the
throat opening at its farthest point
from the vertical wall, inside the trap.

(5) A wire trap must have at least
three unobstructed escape rings in-
stalled, each with a minimum inside
diameter of 23⁄8 inches (6.0 cm). One
such escape ring must be located on a
vertical outer surface adjacent to each
crab retaining chamber.

(6) A plastic or wire trap must have a
degradable panel.

(i) A plastic trap will be considered
to have degradable panel if it contains
at least one sidewall with a rectan-
gular opening no smaller in either di-
mension than that of the throat. This
opening may be obstructed only with a
cypress or untreated pine slat or slats
no thicker than 3⁄4 inch (1.9 cm) such
that when the slat degrades, the open-
ing in the sidewall of the trap will no
longer be obstructed.

(ii) A wire trap will be considered to
have a degradable panel if one of the
following methods is used in construc-
tion of the trap:

(A) The trap lid tie-down strap is se-
cured to the trap at one end by a single
loop of untreated jute twine, a corrod-
ible loop composed of non-coated steel
wire measuring 24 gauge or thinner, or
an untreated pine dowel no larger than
2 inches (5.1 cm) in length by 3⁄8 inch
(0.95 cm) in diameter. The trap lid must
be secured so that when the jute, cor-
rodible loop, or pine dowel degrades,
the lid will no longer be securely
closed.

(B) The trap contains at least one
sidewall with a vertical rectangular
opening no smaller in either dimension
than 6 inches (15.2 cm) in height by 3
inches (7.6 cm) in width. This opening
may be laced, sewn, or otherwise ob-
structed by—

(1) A single length of untreated jute
twine knotted only at each end and not
tied or looped more than once around a
single mesh bar;

(2) Untreated pine slat(s) no thicker
than 3⁄8 inch (0.95 cm);

(3) Non-coated steel wire measuring
24 gauge or thinner;

(4) A panel of ferrous single-dipped
galvanized wire mesh made of 24 gauge
or thinner wire; or

(5) A rectangular panel made of any
material, fastened to the trap at each
of the four corners of the rectangle by
rings made of non-coated 24 gauge or
thinner wire or single strands of un-
treated jute twine. When the jute, un-
treated pine slat(s), non-coated steel
wire, wire mesh panel, or corner fas-
teners degrade, the opening in the side-
wall of the trap must no longer be ob-
structed.

(b) Daylight hours. A stone crab trap
in the management area may be pulled
or tended during daylight hours only—
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that is, from 1 hour before sunrise to 1
hour after sunset.

(c) Gear belonging to others. No fisher-
man may willfully tend, open, pull, or
otherwise molest another fisherman’s
trap, buoy, or line in the management
area without the prior written consent
of that fisherman.

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 65
FR 31835, May 19, 2000]

§ 654.23 Southwest Florida seasonal
trawl closure.

From January 1 to 1 hour after sun-
set (local time) May 20, each year, the
area described in this section is closed
to trawling, including trawling for live
bait. The area is that part of the man-
agement area shoreward of a line con-
necting the following points (see Ap-
pendix A, Figure 2, of this part):

Point North
Latitude

West
Longitude

B1 ....................................... 26°16′ 81°58.5′
C ........................................ 26°00′ 82°04′
D ........................................ 25°09′ 81°47.6′
E ........................................ 24°54.5′ 81°50.5′

Point North
Latitude

West
Longitude

M1 ...................................... 24°49.3′ 81°46.4′
1 On the seaward limit of Florida’s waters.

§ 654.24 Shrimp/stone crab separation
zones.

Five zones are established in the
management area and Florida’s waters
off Citrus and Hernando Counties for
the separation of shrimp trawling and
stone crab trapping. The zones are as
shown in Appendix A, Figure 3, of this
part. Although Zone II is entirely with-
in Florida’s waters, it is included in
this section and Appendix A, Figure 3,
of this part for the convenience of fish-
ermen. Restrictions that apply to Zone
II and those parts of the other zones
that are in Florida’s waters are con-
tained in Rule 46–38.001, Florida Ad-
ministrative Code. Geographical co-
ordinates of the points referred to in
this paragraph and shown in Appendix
A, Figure 3, of this part are as follows
(loran readings are unofficial and are
included only for the convenience of
fishermen):

Point North latitude West
longitude

Loran Chain 7980

W X Y Z

A ........................................ 28°59′30″ 82°45′36″ 14416.5 31409.4 45259.1 62895.3
B ........................................ 28°59′30″ 83°00′10″ 14396.0 31386.3 45376.8 63000.0
C ........................................ 28°26′01″ 82°59′47″ 14301.5 31205.9 45103.2 63000.0
D ........................................ 28°26′01″ 82°56′54″ 14307.0 31212.2 45080.0 62981.3
E ........................................ 28°41′39″ 82°55′25″ 14353.7 31300.2 45193.9 62970.0
F ........................................ 28°41′39″ 82°56′09″ 14352.4 31298.6 45199.4 62975.0
G ........................................ 28°48′56″ 82°56′19″ 14372.6 31337.2 45260.0 62975.0
H ........................................ 28°53′51″ 82°51′19″ 14393.9 31371.8 45260.0 62938.7
I ......................................... 28°54′43″ 82°44′52″ (1) (1) (1) (1)
J ......................................... 28°51′09″ 82°44′00″ (2) (2) (2) (2)
K ........................................ 28°50′59″ 82°54′16″ 14381.6 31351.8 45260.0 62960.0
L ........................................ 28°41′39″ 82°53′56″ 14356.2 31303.0 45181.7 62960.0
M ....................................... 28°41′39″ 82°38′46″ (3) (3) (3) (3)
N ........................................ 28°41′39″ 82°53′12″ 14357.4 31304.4 45176.0 62955.0
O ........................................ 28°30′51″ 82°55′11″ 14323.7 31242.4 45104.9 62970.0
P ........................................ 28°40′00″ 82°53′08″ 14352.9 31295.7 45161.8 62955.0
Q ........................................ 28°40′00″ 82°47′58″ 14361.3 31305.4 45120.0 62920.0
R ........................................ 28°35′14″ 82°47′47″ 14348.6 31280.6 45080.0 62920.0
S ........................................ 28°30′51″ 82°52’55’’ 14327.7 31247.0 45086.6 62955.0
T ........................................ 28°27′46″ 82°55′09″ 14315.2 31225.8 45080.0 62970.0
U ........................................ 28°30′51″ 82°52′09″ 14329.1 31248.6 45080.0 62949.9

1 Crystal River Entrance Light 1A.
2 Long Pt. (southwest tip).
3 Shoreline.

(a) Zone I is enclosed by rhumb lines
connecting, in order, points A, B, C, D,
T, E, F, G, H, I, and J, plus the shore-
line between points A and J. It is un-
lawful to trawl in that part of Zone I

that is in the EEZ during the period
October 5 through May 20, each year.

(b) Zone II is enclosed by rhumb lines
connecting, in order, points J, I, H, K,
L, and M, plus the shoreline between
points J and M.
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(c) Zone III is enclosed by rhumb
lines connecting, in order, points P, Q,
R, U, S, and P. It is unlawful to trawl
in that part of Zone III that is in the
EEZ during the period October 5
through May 20, each year.

(d) Zone IV is enclosed by rhumb
lines connecting, in order, points E, N,
S, O, and E.

(1) It is unlawful to place a stone
crab trap in that part of Zone IV that
is in the EEZ during the periods Octo-
ber 5 through December 1, and April 2
through May 20, each year.

(2) It is unlawful to trawl in that part
of Zone IV that is in the EEZ during
the period December 2 through April 1,
each year.

(e) Zone V is enclosed by rhumb lines
connecting, in order, points F, G, K, L,
and F.

(1) It is unlawful to place a stone
crab trap in that part of Zone V that is
in the EEZ during the periods October
5 through November 30, and March 16
through May 20, each year.

(2) It is unlawful to trawl in that part
of Zone V that it is in the EEZ during
the period December 1 through March
15, each year.

(f) A stone crab trap, float, or rope in
the management area during a period
not authorized by this section will be
considered unclaimed or abandoned
property and may be disposed of in any
manner considered appropriate by the
Assistant Administrator or an author-
ized officer. An owner of such trap,
float, or rope remains subject to appro-
priate civil penalties. A stone crab trap
will be presumed to be the property of
the most recently documented owner.

§ 654.25 Prevention of gear conflicts.
(a) No person may knowingly place in

the management area any article, in-
cluding fishing gear, that interferes
with fishing or obstructs or damages
fishing gear or the fishing vessel of an-

other; or knowingly use fishing gear in
such a fashion that it obstructs or
damages the fishing gear or fishing ves-
sel of another.

(b) In accordance with the procedures
and limitations of the Fishery Manage-
ment Plan for the Stone Crab Fishery
of the Gulf of Mexico, the Regional Di-
rector may modify or establish separa-
tion zones for shrimp trawling and the
use of fixed gear as may be necessary
and appropriate to prevent gear con-
flicts. Necessary prohibitions or re-
strictions will be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER.

§ 654.26 Adjustment of management
measures.

In accordance with the procedures
and limitations of the fishery manage-
ment plan for the Stone Crab Fishery
of the Gulf of Mexico, the Regional Di-
rector may establish or modify the fol-
lowing management measures: Limita-
tions on the number of traps that may
be fished by each vessel; construction
characteristics of traps; gear and vessel
identification requirements; gear that
may be used or prohibited in a directed
fishery; bycatch levels in non-directed
fisheries; seasons; soak/removal periods
and requirements for traps; use, posses-
sion and handling of stone crabs aboard
vessels; and minimum legal sizes.

§ 654.27 Specifically authorized activi-
ties.

The Regional Director may author-
ize, for the acquisition of information
and data, activities otherwise prohib-
ited by the regulations in this part.

APPENDIX A TO PART 654—FIGURES

Figure 1—Stone Crab Claw
Figure 2—Southwest Florida Seasonal Trawl

Closure
Figure 3—Shrimp/Stone Crab Separation

Zones
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Fishery Conservation and Management Pt. 654, Fig. 3
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